
Introduction
Welcome to the Third Edition of Settle Town Council
Newsletter. The Town Council produce the Newsletter
twice a year, so you know what the Town Council is
planning, how we react to current issues and how we
spend ‘your’ money!
Most of this year has been dominated by Covid 19 and
in line with Government instructions the Council ceased
to meet face to face and wherever possible the staff
worked from home. But as quickly as we could legally
manage, council meetings with the public attending
were held virtually.
We worked with local partners to provide support, the
market re-opened, and we tried to provide as close to
a normal service as Covid 19 would allow. 
In this edition we want to hear what you think about a
small pump track for bicycle and skateboard use within
Millennium Garden. The decision was taken to pursue
land owned by the Town Council mainly because North
Yorkshire County Council will not agree to leasing the
land in front of Settle Area Swimming Pool.
As you will see inside the first phase of Castlebergh
Crag is now completed and there will be an official
opening post Covid19.
The Toilets in Whitefriars Car Park have now been
cleaned by the Town Council for a year, during which
time there have been no complaints about cleanliness
etc. Craven District Council still own and maintain the
building and Settle Town Council provide the cleaning
services.   
The Government have requested North Yorkshire
County Council and the seven districts to look at
cheaper ways to manage services.

The Town Council have been involved in this process
and there are more details in this edition of the
Newsletter.
The Town Council are looking at various ways to make
services carbon neutral by 2030 and as part of our
Climate Change policy we are looking at electric

charging points for cars and bicycles in the Market
Place – what do you think?
Christmas Lights are always fantastic in Settle and this
year we will still be having lights and a tree but because
of Covid 19 there will not be a seasonal switch on.
Working with our partners Vibrant Settle the lights will
be switched on towards the
end of November.
The Town Council hope that
everyone will use the enclosed
survey to tell us their views and
comment on future proposals
for Settle.   

Cllr Dan Balsamini 
Town Mayor 
Settle Town Council
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Community Notice Board

This section is for local organisations and

 community groups to provide general notices

and updates on  projects. In each edition the Town

Council will make space available for these

 notices and if you would like to  forward

information for the next edition please contact

the clerk at clerk@settletowncouncil.gov.uk 

Please note that the views expressed here are not

 necessarily those of the Town Council. 

Swimming Pool Charity Shop
The Swimming Pool Charity Shop helps

keep our swimming pool open, but the

shop can always use more volunteers

contact Ian Orton on 07841 577 991

You can hire the Market Place from the Town
Council. For more information contact
clerk@settletowncouncil.gov.uk

All meetings of Settle Town Council are open to the
public. Details of the times and dates of meetings
are advertised on the notice boards around the
town and on both the website and social media.
At the start of every meeting there is a slot for
public participation when members of the public
may ask questions or raise issues with the town
councillors. Local residents are always welcome,
either as observers or to ask questions.
If you wish to discuss an issue with the council
between meetings then please contact the Clerk to
the Town Council.
The Council offices are closed to members of the
public unless it is urgent, then an appointment can
been made with Clerk. 01729 823617
clerk@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
The Town Council is made up of 11 councillors:
Dan Balsamini: Town Mayor
cllrbalsamini@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
David Taylor: Deputy Town Mayor
cllrtaylor@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Robert Bellfield
cllrbellfield@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Raphael Catherwood
cllrcatherwood@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Kevin Harrison 
cllrharrison@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Jenny Linley
cllrlinley@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Joe Lord
cllrlord@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Debi Rymer
cllrrymer@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Tim Oliver
cllroliver@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Peter Yates
cllryates@settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Charlotte Rockcliffe
cllrrockcliffe@settletowncouncil.gov.uk

If you need to contact the Town Council 
Council Web Site: www.settletowncouncil.gov.uk
Telephone: 01729 823617
Email: clerk@settletowncouncil.gov.uk

Facebook Page: Settle Town Council 

How to Contact 

LAMBERTS PRINT & DESIGN, SETTLE  01729 822177

A recording of the 
Remembrance Day
service is available
to view on our 
Facebook page. 
Search for
“Settle Town Council”

Settle Market
Settle Market has continued to provide vital
supplies for the town’s residents throughout this
turbulent year. 
Current COVID regulations do not allow non-
essential stalls to operate however we still have 9
essential stalls in situ.
Nearly all traders now accept card payments and
the trader’s market rents now use a cash-free
system.
Please continue to support our Market and “Shop
Local”.

Settle Free Wi Fi is a free service and during 2019
almost one thousand people both visitors and
residents used the facility each staying online an
average of 26 minutes. Settle Free Wi Fi was set up
by Vibrant Settle Community Partnership back in
2013 but after developing and looking after the
service Vibrant Settle have now asked Settle Town
Council to manage this very important community
asset.
Working with Marshall Taylor Properties the Town
Council agreed on 21st September to manage and
fund the service, and this has now happened. If you
wish to use this facility as a resident or visitor your
search engine will take you there!

Settle Wi Fi 



Skateboard Park /Pump Track!

Castlebergh Crag Phase One Completed 
The first phase of the improvements to Castlebergh
Crag have now been completed and the panoramic
views are ready to be installed. As you will see from
the panel below the detail from the top of
Castlebergh Crag is very impressive. Subject to

Christmas Lights 2020
Covid 19 has changed many aspects of life for all
of us during 2020 and unfortunately because of
Covid 19 social distancing, we will not be able to
have a community led Christmas Lights on as usual. 
But we will have Christmas lights on the
Shambles and Town Hall as usual and there will
be a Christmas Tree!
It is hoped that subject to life getting back to
normal there will be a community event in the
marketplace and firework display in 2021. 

You will remember that the Town Council and
partners have been trying for 17 years to provide a
skatepark for the young people of Settle. The Town
Council have been discussing with North Yorkshire
County Council about using part of the former middle
school site near the swimming pool but to date they
have not agreed to lease the land. 
The Town Council do not wish to lose the money that
has been raised and so we are looking at other
options. Some people have suggested we look at
creating a pump track that could also include
skateboards. 
A pump track is for BMX, mountain bikes and off-road
bikes and has rollers and berms (banked corners) to
help you generate speed, so you don't need to pedal

The Market Place is the very heart of Settle and
certainly on Tuesdays it is the most vibrant part of
town. However, the Market Place is different things
to different people – some see it as a car park,
others wish to see more places to sit and enjoy food
and drink. The recent resurfacing of the Market
Place has intensified the discussion. 
Balancing up sometimes opposing views is not easy
for the Town Council and so a survey has been
produced to seek your views on the use of the
Market Place at present and some options for the
future. 
A copy of the Public Survey is included within the
Newsletter.  

Market Place 

Town Precept 2021–22

around the track. Although the former middle school
site would have been as this is not feasible,. In order
to retain the funds the Town Council needs to look
for another site. One suggestion is to provide a small
pump track (to include skateboards) in Millennium
Garden next to the Youth Shelter. Funding does exist
to do this – what do people think? Any comments
please to clerk@settletowncouncil.gov.uk 

The Government have invited councils in North
Yorkshire to suggest ways to provide more
economical services. The two approaches being
developed are North Yorkshire County Council
running everything or a consortium of the seven
district councils split between East and West –
which will include Craven District Council (CDC)
alongside Harrogate, Hambleton and Richmond
running things.
But what does all this mean for Settle? 
The Town Council have been working with both
options and there seems a possibility that Settle
Town Council could manage more services in the
future for example: - 
• Signage 
• Car Parks
• Grants to Voluntary Organisations
• Litter Picking
• Public Conveniences

Other services later on in the future may include 
• Footpaths 
• Grass Cutting
• Winter Gritting
• Housing Applications 
• CDC Amenity Land and Assets 
If so, it is likely that, like the public toilets these
services will improve but based on a similar
arrangement in say Cornwall the new arrangement
may end up costing the Town Council more money. 
We all want better services, but it may come at a
price. What do you think is best for Settle? 

North Yorkshire Re-organisationTown Hall Clock
The clock on Settle Town Hall is working again after
a long rest. The clock was part of the Town Hall
when it was built in 1832 and for many years gave
trouble free and reliable time for the citizens of
Settle. Sadly, the clock has not been well for some
time but a partnership of Settle Town Council and
Marshall Taylor Properties working together have
found the funds to have the clock mended. So, in
future the clock the clock will be delivering the right
time all the time and not just twice a day!

Rebecca Hill Town Clerk says:
“Parish councils started in 1894 and powers to
create village clocks were important back then
because not everyone had a watch! It is nice to see
the 1832 Settle clock continuing to provide the
time for the town even in this digital age. The Town
Council is grateful to Marshall Taylor Properties for
assisting in bringing the clock back to life.”

Public Survey 2020 
The Town Council plans how to spend your money
based on what the people of Settle want. To help
prepare the choice the Town Council consult with
the community and within the Newsletter is a simple
survey to provide information to support, object or
comment on potential changes to some of the
services and facilities provided. 
We are asking about your use of the Market Place,
one-way traffic schemes, road widening, funding
support for Settle Swimming Pool, support for the
skate/pump track in Millennium Garden or
continued improvements to Castlebergh Crag. It
will not take long to complete and will help with
improvements to Settle! Please return to the Town
Hall.

funding Phase Two of the improvements will
concentrate on improved pathways, walls and
generally making the facility more accessible. The final
phase (again subject to funding) will create a Tree
Walk, Events space and a Sculpture Trail.   

The Town Council reviews the cost of services each year
that are provided by the Town Council such as the
Market Place, Cemetery & Garden of Rest, Castlebergh
Crag, Millennium Garden, play facilities, street lighting,
community grants and cleaning of the public
conveniences and Christmas Lights to name a few.
If you have any ideas about improving or new services,
please let the clerk know. Contact the clerk at
clerk@settletowncouncil.gov.uk  A copy of the draft
budget will be posted on our website and on our
Facebook page as each draft comes out.


